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Substitution in Octahedral Complexes

�x In most substitutions on octahedral complexes the interchange mechanism plays 

a central role.

An important point is to distinguish

- interchange mechanisms with an associative rate-determining step Ia or 

- interchange mechanisms with a dissociative rate-determining step Id

�x At low concentrations of Y, the rate of reaction depends on Y and ML6, 

suggesting an associative mechanism Ia

�x At high concentrations of Y, the rate of substitution is independent of Y, 

pointing to a dissociative mechanism Id

Experimental observations


