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Spectroscopic Terms

¶ Notification of the total quantum numbers

L   = 0 1 2 3 4 . . . . .

S P D F G . . . . .

alphabetical, omitting J

S = 0 ½ 1 3/2 2 . . . . .

2S + 1 = 1 2 3 4 5 . . . . .

¶
The terms of atoms are specified by symbols in which L is indicated by 

one of the letters S, P, D, ... , and 2S+1 (multiplicity) is given as left 

superscript.

e.g. L = 1, S = 1 =�¾ 3P


